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London Assembly (Mayor’s Question Time) – 11 June 2014 
Transcript of Agenda Item 5 – Questions to the Mayor 

 

 

2014/1797 - Cost of ‘affordable’ home ownership 

Darren Johnson 

 

Are you still offering people on modest incomes the chance of ownership across London with your 

affordable housing programme? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Thanks, Roger, and thanks, Darren.  The answer is yes.  We are 

offering people on modest incomes the chance to have part-buy/part-rent ownership of homes and 

indeed we want to step that up.  If you look at the groups that are facing challenges at the moment in 

London, there are people who are in need of affordable housing of all kinds.  That should include 

people who are in good jobs, who are absolutely vital for our society, but who are just finding it 

impossible to get on the property ladder.  That is why we have delivered 26,000 First Steps homes since 

2008.  About 36,000 Londoners have been helped onto the property ladder.  We are going to continue 

with those programmes.  We have some very ambitious targets for First Steps and we want 250,000 

Londoners to benefit from this scheme in the next ten years. 

 

Darren Johnson AM:  It sounds good in theory, but the reality is often these homes are anything but 

affordable.  At Lime Wharf in Hackney, the monthly cost there is £2,351 for a three-bed home.  A 

couple with a combined income of £33,000, which you say is the average, simply would not be able to 

afford the rent on that, let alone any other cost-of-living expenses.  Even a couple at the maximum end 

of your scale for affordable rent on £80,000 would still struggle to be able to afford the basics.  Is this 

model really actually delivering something that is affordable? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Yes, because the average income of the total that we have 

helped so far is about £36,000, so we are helping people in that bracket.  Plainly, Darren, the market is 

unbelievably strong, though cooling off a little bit at the moment, but it has been unbelievably strong 

and the average cost of a home in London is now about £450,000 to £500,000.  In circumstances like 

that, it is obviously very, very tough for people.  The answer is not just to build homes for social rent 

and for affordable rent and for part-buy/part-rent but -- 

 

Darren Johnson AM:  Agreed, but do we need to look at other models?  Aside from your model, do 

we need to look at others? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  We do.  What we are looking at is a series of housing zones, as I 

have talked about in the past, where we will try to build loads of homes - tens of thousands on each 

site, with any luck - many of them for exactly this market that we are trying to satisfy.  Tom [Copley] 

has a question later on about the rental market and that is expanding.  Londoners now for the first time 

in memory -- 

 



 

 

Darren Johnson AM:  I have limited time.  I am not dealing with rentals today. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I am answering your question about exploring more models 

because that is exactly what we are doing.  We are looking at private rent as well. 

 

Darren Johnson AM:  What about Community Land Trusts (CLTs)? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  The overwhelming answer, if you will stop bellowing at me, is to 

build more homes and that is what we are doing. 

 

Darren Johnson AM:  What about CLTs as an alternative model for affordable home ownership, given 

that the cost of the land is the single biggest cost?  Could that not be a better way forward than your 

shared ownership scheme, which looks to be so out of reach of people on relatively high incomes? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I must be honest with you, Darren.  Although we have delivered 

London’s first CLT at St Clement’s Hospital and I am very proud of it, I think it is a great scheme and 

we will do another one, as I have said, on the Olympic site, I cannot pretend to you today that I think 

CLTs are going to deliver anything like the volume we need.  That is illusory. 

 

Darren Johnson AM:  OK, I will leave it there because I want to save some time for Jenny Jones. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  We need to build hundreds of thousands more homes.  CLTs are 

quite difficult to construct, as you will have seen, because you have to have the land available.  That is 

very expensive land.  The public body in question has to take a hit on the value, so, if that was the 

point of your question about CLTs, I do not think that is it. 

 

Darren Johnson AM:  (He is wasting our time). 

 

Jenny Jones AM:  You are wasting our time.  

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  You will waste less time, if I may say so, if you ask a question 

about CLTs on the title of your question.  If that was what you wanted to ask, why not ask it?  

 

Roger Evans AM (Chairman):  I think you have completed your point.   

 

2014/1718 - Cycling budget for London 

Caroline Pidgeon 

 

How much are you planning to spend on road safety and junction design improvements for cycling in 

2014/2015? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Thank you, Caroline.  The answer about how much we are 

planning to spend is, as you know, that it will be about £1 billion in the course of the next ten years.  

That is a huge increase in the overall cycling budget.  It is about £100 million for the period 2014/15, 

which is again a very high figure.  I think we reached about £113 million when we were putting in the 

cycle hire scheme, so that is still a good whack of investment. 



 

 

 

The critical point I want to make is we should not be judged and public bodies should not be judged by 

the size of the cheques they are writing out.  They should be judged by the results that they are 

producing.  You will have seen the announcements we were able to make the other day which were 

related to the earlier announcements about KSIs on the roads.  We have seen a big fall in cycling KSIs 

just in the last year.  That is very largely thanks to the police operation Safeway, but we need to back 

that up with investment in our roads and improving our roads.  That is what we will do. 

 

Caroline Pidgeon MBE AM:  Can we focus on the budget?  You have answered the point about the 

budget, which is clearly welcome, but similar amounts were planned to be spent in 2012 and 2013.  

You underspent by £20 million and £38 million in those years.  Do you agree with Sir Peter Hendy 

[CBE, Commissioner, TfL], who described this underspend in the cycling budget as an 

“embarrassment”? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  It is very rare that you will find a cigarette paper between me 

and Peter Hendy on any matter relating to the transport policy of this city.  We are ad idem on 

everything.  What Peter is saying, and what I certainly agree with, is that it is our job to get the money 

out of the door and spend it on great schemes. 

 

What we cannot do - and I really appreciate your support in this - is just water-cannon money at stuff 

that is not properly thought through and then have to go back.  If you look at Cycle Superhighway 2 

(CS2) - a scheme that we delivered at incredible speed - there is no question that we have had to go 

back and refine it and look again at what happens at Bow Roundabout.  It has taken an awful lot of 

engineering.  What I am trying to argue, Caroline, is that in a massively congested space like London 

roads, you cannot just go through bulldozing your way through and firing out huge quantities of 

money and expect instant results.  It takes time and it takes patience. 

 

Caroline Pidgeon MBE AM:  The issue, Mr Mayor, is that in 2011 you agreed you were going to 

review around 500 dangerous junctions in London.  In 2012, this became 50 junctions.  In 2014, you 

are now saying it is 30 junctions.  There seems to have been an awful lot of talk but not a lot of stuff 

actually being delivered on the ground.  It is fine you talking about these designs.  It is taking ages to 

actually produce the designs.  Your Cycling Commissioner told us in December that TfL was a month or 

maybe two months off publishing designs for Vauxhall.  It is six months later and we still have not seen 

anything, yet another cyclist died only last week at that junction.  When can we actually expect to see 

some of these designs for these junctions and to get the money spent to make the roads safer for 

cyclists? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Caroline, to a large extent, I share your impatience.  I am not 

going to hide it from you.  In my ideal world, I would be seeing all these things done overnight.  There 

is no question.  You say it is a much-reduced list of junctions, but if you look at the list of junctions 

here that we are going to do, they are all the ones you would really want.  If we could do all this, it 

would be absolutely fantastic for cycling in London.  We are going to do all of this.  What I am saying 

to you is that you cannot - I was going to say “water-cannon” again - fire-hose money away without 

proper invigilation of the schemes to make sure you get good results. 

 



 

 

Caroline Pidgeon MBE AM:  I appreciate that, but it is three years since you promised to review 

these and not an awful lot has been delivered on the ground.  There has been a difference between 

what you have been saying in your rhetoric and the reality on the ground. Given that many of the 

boroughs in London have worked up some really good cycling schemes linked to their mini Holland 

bids, and given that you are likely to underspend this year because it is going to be the autumn before 

we see some of these designs, would you agree to actually pass some of this money to the boroughs so 

they can spend the money on their ready-to-go schemes and have something delivered on the ground 

in London that will make cyclists safer? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  As you know, one of the reasons that the Liberal Democrats 

were thrown out in Kingston was because of this brilliant Tory-led vision for a mini Holland in that 

borough. 

 

Caroline Pidgeon MBE AM:  Simply yes or no.  Will you look to spend some of your underspend in 

the boroughs across London? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  We are progressing all these schemes with great, great intensity 

and I direct you back to -- 

 

Caroline Pidgeon MBE AM:  This is a serious question, Mr Mayor.  Will you look where you have 

underspend at whether you could spend it in the boroughs? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Sorry.  I could not hear the question. 

 

Caroline Pidgeon MBE AM:  My question is very simple.  Where you are likely to have an underspend 

- and you may well again this year - will you look to put some of that money into the boroughs so they 

can spend it on their ready-to-go schemes? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  No, because the underspend is entirely notional.  The money 

still has to be spent on the capital projects and it is there to be spent on cycling for the whole of 

London.  That is what we are going to do.  Judge me on the results.  We have seen massive increases in 

cycling.  We have the best bike hire scheme anywhere in the world.  We have a growing number of 

Cycle Superhighways and we will put in more Cycle Superhighways.  We are putting Quietways across 

the city.  We are putting in a central London cycling grid.  There will be fantastic improvements for 

cycling. 

 

We are also seeing, in spite of the increases in the numbers of cyclists on the roads, as I said the other 

day, a reduction in KSIs and that is very welcome. 

 

Caroline Pidgeon MBE AM:  Your rhetoric on this is great in many ways.  The delivery is not 

happening on the ground and what you need to do is put some money into the boroughs.  I will leave it 

there.  Thank you. 

 

Roger Evans AM (Chairman):  Thank you.   

 



 

 

Kit Malthouse AM:  I used CS2 yesterday.  It is fantastic, but one of the things that strikes me 

generally cycling around is the state of the roads other than at junctions.  I wonder what pressure you 

might be putting on local authorities to catch up on general road maintenance, given the state of some 

of the routes you are proposing to use. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I agree with you about the state of some of the roads, many of 

the borough roads but also many of our roads.  The truth probably is that we had fantastic, millpond-

smooth roads during 2012 for obvious reasons.  If I had to guess, I would say that there has not been 

quite as much attention on the road surfaces as there should have been.  I have taken that up with 

Surface Transport and they are dealing with it. 

 

Kit Malthouse AM:  If you had false teeth, you would have a problem cycling in large parts of 

London.  In particular also, the utility companies, it strikes me, seem to be -- 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  That is not true.  I do not want to discourage anybody with 

false teeth from cycling in London.  They will be fine.  False teeth are no problem when cycling in 

London.  You can cycle with false teeth, false eyelashes ... 

 

Kit Malthouse AM:  I agree with you.  I was trying to be light-hearted.  One of the issues that strikes 

me is the effect that utility companies have on the very poor restitution of the surface after they have 

dug it up.  We have a particular issue outside here on Tooley Street.  You only have to look at the water 

that is welling up out there.  They only dug it up the other week.  What pressure can we put on utility 

companies to recognise that very often the area of the road they are digging up is the area that is most 

likely to be used by cyclists - ie next to the kerb - and that if possible either they could move manhole 

covers out or indeed make a special effort to do a really good job putting them back in. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Under the terms of the permit system we brought in during the 

first term, it ought to be possible to make sure that the utilities do a better job.  Generally speaking, I 

must say, when the road is patched, I find that the surface is put back to an adequate standard.  What 

is happening is there is a decay, exacerbated by the tough winter we had. Not this winter but the one 

before.  That has been the problem. 

 

Roger Evans AM (Chairman):  Thank you. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Of course I do not blame Labour. 

 

2014/1920 - Crime in London 

Joanne McCartney 

 

What are you doing to tackle spikes in crime in London? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Thanks very much.  Thank you, Joanne.  On crime spikes in 

London, it is actually a very interesting question.  Overall, as the Assembly knows, crime has been 

coming down fast and very encouragingly.  There are inevitably, as the graph goes down, kinks on the 

way down and there are some areas where you see spikes. 

 



 

 

There was a spike particularly in theft from the person and that was associated very much with the rise 

in thefts of mobile phones, iPhones and so on.  We dealt with that with Operation Ringtone, which was 

very effective.  We have seen a decline in theft from the person of about 16% year-on-year.  We are 

continuing to work very hard on that and it is a continuing concern, but  a diminishing concern. 

 

Another spike that I would mention is domestic violence with injury.  That has been a real concern and 

a chronic concern in London and is one of the few indicators that has been going in the opposite 

direction.  The question is why that is happening and what we can do to tackle it.  A lot of the evidence 

suggests that it is happening because of greater reporting and because people are coming forward and 

people feel more confident.  We hope that is so, but you have to tackle it by being very, very tough on 

the offenders and also giving the victims the confidence that their complaint and their experience will 

be taken seriously.  That is why we support the Rape Crisis centres and centres that tackle domestic 

violence. 

 

Those are a couple of examples of how we try to deal with crime spikes, but it is a never-ending 

challenge.  It is a lumpy mattress.  You push down one spring and another will go up somewhere else.  

That is, I am afraid, just a feature of policing in London. 

 

Joanne McCartney AM:  Mr Mayor, since we have the full year’s crime figures in from the 

Metropolitan Police Service (MPS), we have done some analysis and we have noticed that violence 

against the person actually has gone up in 25 of London’s boroughs.  In particular, the outer ring of 

north London seems to be particularly suffering, though. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Islington seems to be, yes. 

 

Joanne McCartney AM:  In the last year compared to the year before, in Barnet there was a 14% 

increase, in Barking and Dagenham a 14% increase, Redbridge 13%, Enfield 13%, Harrow 11% and 

Waltham Forest 10%, so there does seem to be something happening in that outer London area.  In my 

local authority, my residents are saying that they think there is a direct link with the lack of police 

officers on the streets and visibility.  You have taken 5,000 police uniforms off the street since the 

General Election.  We are nearly 2,500 police officers down and nearly 2,500 Police Community Support 

Officers (PCSOs) down.  Will you look at that?  What steps are you taking? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I am afraid I think you are wrong in your analysis. 

 

Joanne McCartney AM:  These are MPS figures, Mr Mayor. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Yes, but if you look at the reason for the increase in crimes of 

violence that you are referring to, it is overwhelmingly a function of the allocation to that column of 

domestic violence with injury. 

 

Joanne McCartney AM:  No, it is not.  Serious youth violence was up by 18% last year as well 

compared to the year before, so it seems to be across the board. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  If you look at youth violence, particularly use of knives and 

guns, it is well down.  Not just the deaths and fatalities, but stabbings are massively down. 



 

 

 

Joanne McCartney AM:  It is rising, though. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Not according to the statistics I have here.  I do not think 

anybody would want to minimise the importance of this phenomenon.  I will certainly look into what 

you say. 

 

Joanne McCartney AM:  Please do. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  The evidence that I have is that domestic violence with injury 

(DVWI) is the key because I have asked this question.  I saw the figures.  I saw exactly what you saw 

and I said, “What is going on here?”  The answer that we had is that DVWI has been added to those 

figures and that is pushing up that column. 

 

I am in no way complacent about that.  I am not complacent about any crime type going up.  However, 

domestic violence is obviously one of those crime types that, in a way, you want people to have the 

courage to report.  You want people to feel that they can come forward. 

 

Joanne McCartney AM:  Mr Mayor, my local police are telling me that actually it is related also to 

gang-related crime, which is on the up again, particularly robberies at school time with young victims as 

well, so perhaps you could look at that again.  That would be helpful. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I would be very happy to look into that and if there is 

something we can do to address that, we shall.  Again, gang crime across the city is down about 23% 

year-on-year, so there is a very successful record at the moment of tackling gang crime. 

 

Joanne McCartney AM:  Can I move on to water cannon, given that you indicated? 

 

Roger Evans AM (Chairman):  Please, yes. 

 

Joanne McCartney AM:  Mr Mayor, we had reports yesterday and the Mayor’s Office for Policing and 

Crime (MOPAC) document says that you are going to purchase three water cannon prior to the Home 

Secretary giving permission.  Can I ask you why you are doing this?  I do not buy the money argument 

and, in actual fact, your mates at News International and The Times today are saying that this is part of 

a challenge to the Home Secretary’s authority at a time when she has been damaged by the row over 

Islamic extremism in schools.  It appears that sources close to you at City Hall are saying that you are 

frustrated at the lack of decision and action at the Home Office.  Are you playing politics with this 

decision? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  No.  Let us be absolutely clear.  Water cannon are not 

something that I want to see on the streets of London.  I do not want them ever to be used.  In an ideal 

world, they would never be deployed. 

  We have had this conversation many times before  and I have to think about the needs of the police, 

their requests to me as the Chair of MOPAC and their view about how they can best manage very 

difficult public order situations.  I have to respect what they say and I have to listen very carefully to 

what they say.  If you remember, there was a balanced and difficult argument - which we have had 



 

 

several times already - about circumstances which the police could envisage where there was a very 

considerable public disturbance and where they thought that the use of water cannon could save life 

and limb and avoid considerable damage to property.  It was very clear to everybody who was involved 

in that argument that those circumstances were going to be very, very rare indeed. 

 

The question for us as servants of London and people who are responsible for the police, however, is 

whether we can tell them that they may not have access to that utensil, particularly when they already 

have the ability to control crowds with utensils that are more violent than water cannon, such as baton 

rounds, horse chargers, Tasers and so on, to say nothing of the other weapons they dispose of for use 

in other circumstances.  That was the question.  It was a very difficult judgement.  The use of water 

cannon is supported, we have determined, by a majority of Londoners.  A clear majority of Londoners 

support the use of it or, rather, do not support the use of it but support the police having access to it 

should the occasion arise. 

 

We do have to have regard to efficiency in how we do these things.  The water cannon that are on 

offer for Germany - we do not make water cannon in this country - are German and are perfectly good 

second-hand water cannon.  That is what taxpayer value says we should get.  If we do not get them 

within a reasonable delay, ie before July, we will not be able to get them for the price that we need and 

we can save about £2.4 million, so I propose to go ahead and do that.  I have no doubt at all that the 

licence will be forthcoming. 

 

Joanne McCartney AM:  Mr Mayor, was your decision partly to put pressure on the Home Secretary 

so that you feel she is forced to make the decision. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  No.  Let us be absolutely clear.  The decision was entirely to do 

with efficiency in the management of public funds, which is what I am paid to do and you would expect 

me to do that. 

 

Joanne McCartney AM:  Mr Mayor, have you and your office been frustrated by the Home Office’s 

delay, as you see it, in making a decision? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  My view is that we have to get on and equip the police with the 

water cannon that they need or might in some very, very rare eventualities need.  It would be wrong of 

us to deprive them of the potential to use that tool and we are going to get on and do it. 

 

Joanne McCartney AM:  Mr Mayor, the Home Secretary has responded today and she has said: 

 

“Let me be clear about the timetable.  The Metropolitan Police [Service] started talking about 

water cannon after the riots in August 2011.  The police have to put a case for water cannon.  

They didn’t put a group together to do that until January 2013 and they did not submit that 

case to the Home Office until March 2014.  I will be taking the decision but I want to be sure I’m 

taking it on the right basis.  There are difficult issues here.  There are health and safety issues 

that need to be taken properly into consideration.” 

 



 

 

She is considering that, Mr Mayor.  You did not.  What it appears to be with this spat that appears to 

be going on between you and the Home Secretary, is that there seems to be an internal Conservative 

Party spat about who can be the toughest.  Is that the case? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  No, absolute nonsense.  I have a duty to protect public funds 

and we have to get on give London the equipment it needs. 

 

Roger Evans AM (Chairman):  Thank you.  Assembly Member Jones? 

 

Jenny Jones AM:  Mr Mayor, you must have realised that your decision to buy these water cannon 

would put pressure on the Home Secretary.  Did you discuss it with her before you made the decision? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  As you know and as you would expect, there have been all sorts 

of contacts between my office and the Home Office about this.  I do not propose to go into them in 

detail, but you can take it from me and obviously you can have access to the correspondence. 

 

Jenny Jones AM:  What if the Home Secretary says no?  You will have three water cannon that you 

cannot legally use. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I think it highly unlikely. 

 

Jenny Jones AM:  You are again putting pressure on the Home Secretary -- 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I am not.  I am just giving you my view. 

 

Jenny Jones AM:  She is actually taking her time, despite the MPS’s delay.  She is taking her time 

because she is actually trying to understand the real ramifications.  You did not do that, Mr Mayor.  

Your consultation actually showed that 98% of Londoners did not want water cannon.  You have 

misrepresented your own consultation. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  That is not true.  I do not know where you got that.  I saw you 

quoted saying that.  It is complete drivel. 

 

Jenny Jones AM:  What if she says no? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  As I say, that is most unlikely and the best way forward is to use 

the window we have to get London the water cannon that it needs. 

 

Roger Evans AM (Chairman):  Assembly Member Arbour? 

 

Tony Arbour AM:  Mr Mayor, do you not think that Londoners would expect you to prepare for every 

eventually which may put Londoners at risk? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Yes, I think they would.  As you can imagine, I believe that this 

is what Londoners want.  I happen to think that it is what the Government at all levels wants and 

obviously I have taken the trouble to establish that as well. 



 

 

 

Tony Arbour AM:  In light of that, is it not extremely irresponsible for it to be suggested around this 

table and indeed in the press that somehow or another that is not what you intend to do by acquiring 

these particular machines?  They are simply suggesting it is part of a proxy war between you and the 

Home Secretary. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  It is completely nonsensical.  This is something I know is 

supported by the Prime Minister, it is something I know is supported by people across politics and we 

are going to get on and do it.  This is a way of saving £2.4 million. 

 

Look, I do not want to see these things used and indeed I have said on the radio this morning that I am 

willing personally to test one of these blooming things with Mr Nick Ferrari [presenter, LBC] or, rather, 

they are going to be tested on us, such is my willingness to submit.  I believe it is my job as Mayor.  No, 

I am not going to fire them.  I am volunteering to undergo the experience that Londoners would 

experience in the very, very remote eventuality of our having to deploy water cannon.  I said that on 

the radio this morning.  It seems there is no very easy escape from it.  I am going to have to do that. 

 

Len Duvall AM:  Try it with the Taser. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  We are not discussing Tasers. 

 

Darren Johnson AM:  What about sound cannon? 

 

Roger Evans AM (Chairman):  All right, could I stop you there. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Yes.  I have agreed that I am going to do this.  By the way, I 

think it is probably the right thing for a mayor to do.  If you are going to introduce something like this 

or you are going to say to Londoners that this could be used in some very, very remote eventuality - 

and to get back to Jenny’s [Jones] point, we have made points about health and safety and there is an 

argument there - then, clearly, it is probably right for me to do it and perform some sort of experiment 

of that kind, painful though it may be.  I can see the logic of that. 

 

Tony Arbour AM:  I want to explore the acquisition of these things, not whether or not the water 

would bounce off you in the way you expect.  You will recall that in the aftermath of the disorders that 

there were in 2011 the only area in which the police and the justice system actually received praise was 

the very rapid and hard response there was by the police and the judiciary in putting these people who 

created the problems behind bars. 

 

Do you not think that the acquisition of these water cannon shows a very similar form of robustness in 

responding to this kind of thing ever happening again, which Londoners actually want, and that under 

those circumstances, given that you are someone who should be responding to what Londoners want, 

this is an entirely appropriate thing to do?  Further, given that everyone accepts the occasions on 

which water cannon could conceivably be used in London is likely to be extremely rare, in any 

circumstance where you or the Commissioner would consider that water cannon should be mobilised, is 

it at all likely that any Home Secretary would disagree with his Commissioner and his Mayor? 

 



 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I do not think so.  No, you are absolutely right, Tony, as ever, 

and I think it is vanishingly unlikely.  I am glad we are able to make some good progress on this. 

 

Tony Arbour AM:  Thank you, Chair. 

 

2014/1906 - A failure to reduce reoffending in London 

Tony Arbour 

 

Will you support a wholesale change to the justice system after data I uncovered revealed that 

approximately 350,000 people in England and Wales, sentenced in 2012 and 2013, already had over 

10 convictions? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Thank you, Tony.  Yes, you are quite right.  When you talk 

about 350,000 people in England and Wales sentenced in 2012 and 2013, of course that should be 

350,000 convictions because it might be the same people being sentenced multiple times. 

 

Tony Arbour AM:  Of course. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Your basic point is completely right, however, which is that 

there is an unacceptably high level of reoffending in London.  We have set some very ambitious targets 

under MOPAC to reduce reoffending rates for young people leaving custody by 20%.  They are already 

down by 10% from 2011 to 2012.  There is a bit of a time lag on the data.  We are trying to increase 

the compliance with community sentences by 20% and we seem to be having some small success in 

that, although only up by about 3%. 

 

Also trying to reduce delays in the criminal justice system and there I am afraid to say I have not yet 

seen the progress that I want.  Delays in London are increasing.  One of the peculiarities of London is 

that a typical London defendant will plead not guilty much more than anywhere else in the country, 

which is a tribute to the natural -- I do not know what it is a tribute to, however it is a feature of what 

happens in a London court.  I think it may be the solicitors try it on a bit more.  However, that is the 

reality and that is one of the many reasons why we are seeing unacceptable delays in the criminal 

justice system. 

 

Tony Arbour AM:  You have only referred to reducing this recidivism by changes in community 

sentencing.  Do you not think a more appropriate way of dealing with the matter will be for a first 

custodial sentence to be longer than it currently is, so that during the period of that custodial sentence 

there can be training and education inside prison.  When these characters come out, the first thing that 

currently very many of them do is commit another crime.  Giving them better treatment, better in the 

sense of more appropriate treatment while in custody, is a better way of dealing with the matter.I  In 

the long run, although that may be a more expensive way of keeping people in custody, it is infinitely 

cheaper than these people being reconvicted. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Absolutely.  In an ideal world we would try to reduce custodial 

sentences altogether.  We have tried to find more people who are currently in prison who are capable 

of being turned around.  I think a lot of good work has been done at young offender institutions.  I 

think of what Kit [Malthouse] set up at Feltham, and James [Cleverly] I should say, both of them 



 

 

together working on the Heron Wing there, where we did see some reductions in reoffending rates.  

Not as great, perhaps, as we had hoped, however still a considerable reduction in reoffending.  It is not 

easy.  When these kids come out, you have to have resettlement brokers who are going to look after 

their interests when they come back into society and particularly help them with housing and with 

employment.  The best thing you can do is to get the employers of London to do even more than they 

are at the moment  and to take on people coming out of prison.  That is the transforming experience.  

It is when they get out of jail that their lives are once again at the crossroads and you really want the 

employers to step in and take on these people.  Wherever it happens, it makes a fantastic difference 

and you cut recidivism massively. 

 

Tony Arbour AM:  Of course it does, however most of the reoffenders, over a long period of time of 

course, have progressed from being youth offenders to being adult offenders.  Did you know, 

Mr Mayor, that Wandsworth in 2012 abandoned its sex offender programme whereby part of being in 

custody meant that one would get to the source of the reason why these people were offending and 

consequently, through education, they could be prevented from reoffending.  A feature of custody on 

the continent is that there is much more training and education inside prison.  A very high proportion 

of people in prison are illiterate. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Yes, that is absolutely right.  If you just go back to the riots, if 

you look at the people we arrested after the riots.  Remember, of the 5,000 arrests or so, what a huge 

proportion already had convictions and what a huge proportion of them were, as you say, Tony, 

illiterate or suffering from some other real educational disability.  That is the challenge. 

 

I often go to young offenders institutions and to prisons and I agree with you, Tony, that we could do 

much, much more to skill people up in prison and when they are inside these institutions.  I know it is 

difficult and it is expensive, however it is a false economy not to do it. 

 

Tony Arbour AM:  Mr Mayor, a much cheaper way of dealing with this matter than having people in 

custody is making much more use of curfews and tagging and limiting of people’s freedom in this way.  

If you linked it with an education order that would be a way of dealing with the matter. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I completely agree with you.  One of the other things I feel very 

strongly about is sport in prison.  There is absolutely no way under health and safety rules and because 

of the difficulties we have, it is impossible, or virtually impossible, for young males in prison to play a 

game of football against another.  Correct me if I am wrong, but -- 

 

Tony Arbour AM:  They are all in the gym.  There is a football pitch at Feltham. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  The gym yes.  Gym is one thing. It is the difficulty of organising  

the logistics, the health and safety, the difficulty of getting them on to a football pitch to work off 

their energy, their aggression, to learn teamwork, all the benefits of those sports.  It is incredibly 

difficult to do that in prison and I think we are far too bureaucratic about that.  We should be much 

more encouraging of both sport and education in prison. 

 

Tony Arbour AM:  Can I ask you, Mr Mayor, if you would endorse the view that the bottom line for 

preventing recidivism would be that if the first custodial sentence which criminals receive, were to be 



 

 

longer, provided there was this element attached to it?  That would serve two purposes.  Firstly, if you 

think that you are going to be banged up for a longer period than a matter of weeks, which very often 

is the first custodial sentence, if you thought it was going to be months.  Secondly, you were going to 

get something out of your prison sentence.  If those things were to happen, there would be a case 

there for, instead of asking for shorter custodial sentences, there will be a case for asking for longer 

custodial sentences. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I see the logic of what you are saying and I think it is certainly 

true that you have loads of people moving through very short sentences and acquiring absolutely 

nothing from the experience except a vague knowledge of other criminals. 

 

Tony Arbour AM:  Thank you, Chairman. 

 

2014/1880 - Mayor support for the amendment to the Criminal Justice and Courts Bill - 

knife crime 

Gareth Bacon 

 

Do you support the amendment to the Criminal Justice and Courts Bill, now before Parliament, which 

would impose an automatic jail sentence on anyone convicted of possession of a knife for a second 

time? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Yes, Gareth, I do wholeheartedly support this and I congratulate 

the excellent Members of Parliament (MPs) in Enfield, Nick de Bois [Conservative MP for Enfield 

North] and David Burrowes [Conservative MP for Enfield Southgate] who have pushed this 

amendment.  I think it is right and I hope very much that it is chosen for debate on the 17th. 

 

Gareth Bacon AM:  Yes, thank you, Mr Mayor.  I think you are in good company with that.  The Home 

Secretary has expressed sympathy for this.  The Justice Secretary has done likewise.  Even the Leader 

of the Opposition has expressed some amount of sympathetic feeling towards these plans.  Are you 

surprised therefore that the Deputy Prime Minister Nick Clegg has attacked the plan as headline 

grabbing and said that the proposals could make knife crime worse, do you agree with him? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  To get back to what we were talking about just now, it is 

important that you do not lock up people unnecessarily and important that you do not acculturate 

people to a life of crime by sending them to prison unnecessarily.  However, I think it very, very 

important that London sends out a strong signal to young people that, if they carry a knife, if they go 

with a weapon to a public place, then they are committing a very serious offence.  That message has to 

be there, not just for young people to know, but so that their parents and people responsible for them 

have the confidence that when they say to those young people, “You should not be carrying a knife, 

do not do it, it is the wrong thing to do”, they know that the courts and the system will back them up. 

 

Gareth Bacon AM:  Therefore you would agree with the Conservative Group then that Nick Clegg is 

clearly completely wrong in this? 

 



 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I do, I do.  I do not want to bash old Cleggy too much because 

we want to keep him there.  I am the chairman and life president of the Keep Clegg as Leader of the 

Liberal Democrats Federation, therefore I do not want to tough him up too much. 

 

Gareth Bacon AM:  Thank you, Mr Mayor. 

 

2014/1919 - Private Rented Sector 

Tom Copley 

 

Do you believe that tenants in London’s private rented sector get a good deal? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Thanks, Tom.  It is interesting.  Tenants in the private sector do 

show quite high levels of satisfaction and their levels are improving.  However, there are obviously 

many, many problems in that.  There are many people who have had a terrible experience and that is 

why we are encouraging all landlords to get accredited to the London Rental Standard (LRS), which is 

supported by all London boroughs, as far as I know, and all the major private rented sector industry 

bodies. 

 

Tom Copley AM:  Thank you, Mr Mayor.  I think, as Shelter would probably point out, that 

satisfaction levels in the private rented sector are a little bit more complex than perhaps some of the 

figures would suggest.  I wanted to ask you specifically about lettings agencies.  The Royal Institute of 

Chartered Surveyors have described lettings agents as the property industry’s Wild West.  Do you 

agree? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I do not want to get into pejorative language about any group 

of people necessarily.  I think it is important that renters, potential tenants, have confidence that their 

landlord is somebody who has been through the hoops, who knows what it is, who knows all about 

putting the deposit in escrow, knows that you have to check the gas, knows about doing essential 

repairs in a timely and effective way, all those things that are on the LRS.  I want to see far more 

landlords signing up and I would like to see the entirety of the private lettings agency sign up to this 

body.  We mean what we say about this, however the only way to do this is for the consumer generally 

to say, when they walk into one of these places on the high street, “Are you accredited and, if not, why 

not?” 

 

Tom Copley AM:  I am sure your intentions are very good, Mr Mayor, however the question is, is it 

going to work?  In June 2013, Shelter published a report, which argued that up-front fees charged by 

lettings agencies are preventing households from being able to adequately predict and meet the cost of 

renting.  While rental costs can at least be anticipated and paid over time, high and unpredictable 

lettings agency fees leave many in unanticipated financial difficulty.  Some lettings agents charge fees 

of up to £500 or even more.  Do you agree with Labour’s proposal to ban lettings agencies from 

charging tenants up-front fees? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I will look at that proposal, Tom.  I am focusing for now on 

what we can do to get people to join the LRS and that has got to be consumer driven. 

 



 

 

Tom Copley AM:  You say you will look at it. I would have thought you would be aware of it already, it 

is not a very complex proposal that requires much in-depth study, it is quite simple really.  Should 

lettings agencies be banned from charging tenants up-front fees, which is the situation that exists in 

Scotland? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I will have a look at it.  I see you have moved off asking for rent 

controls, which is your normal panacea. 

 

Tom Copley AM:  Sometimes I like to mix it up a bit, Mr Mayor, just to keep you on your toes. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  That may be because you have accepted intellectual defeat in 

that argument because rent controls do not produce anything like what you think they do. 

 

Tom Copley AM:  Mr Mayor, you will be eating your words in a moment.  Before I move on to the very 

subject of which the Mayor has just spoken, just to say that Shelter have looked into the issue of 

lettings agency fees where they have been banned in Scotland and 60% of lettings agency managers 

said the ban had no impact on their business and 17% said the change was positive for their business.  

Therefore, I hope you will look at the issue of banning lettings agent fees in more detail. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Yes, I will look into it.  It is not something that -- 

 

Tom Copley AM:  Make sure you do because I will raise it with you again and if you then say to me, “I 

will have to go back and look at it.” I expect you to have an answer. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Of course I will.  I am very diligent in addressing all the things 

you raise, Tom.  You did not ask specifically about this.  Had you done so, I would of course have been 

able to give you an answer immediately.  I will give you an answer later.  I am very happy to give you an 

answer on rent controls, which is your normal quack medicine. 

 

Tom Copley AM:  I would hate to think that I was becoming predictable, Mr Mayor, however can I ask 

you then, do you think the families in London’s private rented sector deserve more security than a six-

month tenancy agreement? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I do not want to get into the business of trying to over-regulate 

a market that needs to develop.  We need to expand the supply of private rented accommodation in 

London and we need to encourage investors to help us build hundreds of thousands more homes in 

London, many of them for private rent as well as for affordable rent. 

 

Tom Copley AM:  You are of course aware that there are many European countries with much larger 

private rented sectors and much more regulation than we have in this country.  I know you are aware of 

that, Mr Mayor. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  For instance, I know that you are a great fan of what goes on in 

Berlin as far as the rented -- 

 

Tom Copley AM:  As far as the housing is concerned. 



 

 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I notice in Berlin, where they have rent controls, the rents have 

risen by about 35% in the last seven years.Even though we all know the huge problems the London 

market faces, if you compare London and Berlin, Berlin has abundant property comparatively speaking.  

The population of Berlin has fallen by 180,000 in the last ten years.  The population of London has 

gone up by about a million.  Yet, rents in Berlin in the last seven years have gone up 35% whereas rents 

in London have gone up -- 

 

Tom Copley AM:  From a much lower base of course, Mr Mayor. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  That is because they have -- 

 

Tom Copley AM:  It is precisely because they have regulation in the first place. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  That is because they are going for the wrong policy, which is 

they are going for rent control which constricts supply. 

 

Tom Copley AM:  This is of course in a large part about the cost of living, however it is also about 

stability for people and particularly for families. In the ten years up to 2011 the proportion of privately 

rented households with children has increased from 19% to 29%.  Therefore, do you think that 

Labour’s proposal of giving longer tenancies as standard, is right to protect particularly families with 

children from being evicted? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  The right proposals to protect families with children in London 

is to build more homes for private rent that will help accommodate those families with children.  The 

way to do that is to make sure that you expand supply and -- 

 

Tom Copley AM:  No, you need to answer this question, Mr Mayor; you need to answer this question. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  You do not introduce unnecessary constraints on the rental 

sector of the kind they have in other European capitals -- 

 

Tom Copley AM:  Which work. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  -- that you think work, where all that happens is that homes are 

left empty in huge numbers because landlords do not put them on the rental market because they do 

not want the botheration and the expense of the rental controls that would apply and where those 

landlords that do put their homes on the market endlessly whack up prices. 

 

Tom Copley AM:  When I am contacted, as I am every so often, by families who face retaliatory 

eviction at just two months’ notice because they made a complaint about, for example, their boiler, I 

will have to turn around to them and say, “Well, I am sorry, the Mayor thinks that is absolutely fine”. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  No, what you must say to them, -- 

 

Tom Copley AM:  Well you do, because you do not support regulation. 



 

 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  No, let us go back to what we agreed on, and you were kind 

enough to say that I had the best possible intentions, and I do.  What you should say to those families 

is that they must insist that their landlord is signed up to the LRS and that is the way forward because, 

if they sign up to that standard and then fail to comply, they will have their certificate taken away, and 

they will be shamed -- 

 

Tom Copley AM:  My gosh, these landlords must be quaking in their boots, and meanwhile they are 

continuing to rake in the money because tenants do not have a choice.  Tenants do not have a choice.  

Landlords have plenty of choice.  Landlords can choose whichever tenants they want.  Tenants have no 

choice. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  What landlords can choose to do is whether or not to rent out 

their property at all.  I think that is what landlords can choose to do and if they have a market, which, if 

we go back to the system in the 1970s or we go to systems that are prevalent in other European 

countries, we will simply constrict supply of rental accommodation at a time when Londoners 

desperately need it. 

 

Tom Copley AM:  Hang on, you have been speaking a while there. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I think you are actuated by good motives; however your 

methods will produce the exact opposite of what you want. 

 

Tom Copley AM:  It strikes me, Mr Mayor, that had you been living in the Victorian era where you 

may have been happier, you would have said that the ban on sending children up chimneys was a 

terrible over-burden of regulation, however perhaps the employers would like to have a voluntary 

accreditation scheme to say that they would not send children up chimneys. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Which government was it?  Which party was it that took the 

children out?  It was the Conservatives.  It was [19th Century Prime Minister Benjamin] Disraeli.  It was 

us who -- 

 

Tom Copley AM:  Disraeli would not have been a Conservative these days, Mr Mayor. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Of course Disraeli was a Conservative.  Thank you very much for 

reminding me of the longstanding credentials of the Conservative Party.  By the way, which is the 

administration in London that in one year alone has built more council homes than Labour did in 13 

years in power?  The Conservatives. 

 

Tom Copley AM:  We got there in the end, we got that bit in. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  What does Tom Copley think that the Labour Party should do 

about their record in housing?  What does he think they should do?  He thinks they should apologise.  

When is the Labour Party going to do what Tom Copley has already asked them to do on many 

occasions and that is apologise?  When are they going to apologise for their dismal record in housing?  

 



 

 

Roger Evans AM (Chairman):  We need calming down.  Assembly Member Dismore. 

 

Andrew Dismore AM:  I would like to test your rental standard, Mr Mayor, against a real case.  I want 

to put to you a case, a real case of a Barnet landlord, who has 15 properties in his and his wife’s name 

and four in his company name.  We have spoken to seven of his tenants, of which six are on housing 

benefit.  Zoopla market rents estimates for these six properties a range from £989 to £1,186.  The local 

housing allowance, which is obviously the average over the whole of northwest London, and on which 

the maximum housing benefit is based, is higher, £1,300 for a three-bed and £1,560 for a four-bed.  

Rents were charged to these six tenants, not at market, but much closer to the Local Housing 

Allowances (LHA) rate, and in three cases more than the LHA.  All these tenants happen to be black, 

Asian and minority ethnic (BAME), so the rental charged at -- 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I cannot hear what you are saying, Andrew. 

 

Andrew Dismore AM:  I am going to put this case and then I will put the question to you.  BAME rent 

of £1,350 to £1,846.  This looks like an exploitation of the housing benefit rules and overcharging to 

the detriment of the public purse.  The tenancies, I have seen the leases, which are assured shorthold 

for 12 months minus a day, permit rent increases by any amount at any time during the tenancy.  

Shelter says, “We would almost certainly classify this as an unfair term”, and they go on to say it is 

probably illegal. 

 

We have talked at length to one of the tenants and I will just put this particular case to you, and this is 

what she told us.  She had been a tenant of this landlord for 12 years on one of these leases.  He 

subdivided the living room with a flimsy partition to create the fourth alleged bedroom.  The landlord 

showed up at their doorstep completely unannounced late at night and asked for a new lease to be 

signed.  He only showed them the last page of the lease, pressuring them to sign the lease without 

reading it.  The most recent lease agreement had a named individual who witnessed the signing, 

however she never saw the witness before the lease was given to her, pre-signed by the landlord and 

the witness. 

 

According to the terms of the lease, the landlord should give notice before showing up at the property; 

however he often appeared without any prior notification to discuss rent payments.  In 2010, the rent 

was £1,792 per month.  In March 2011, less than 12 months later, it was increased to £1,846 per 

month.  The NHA was £1,560, the Zoopla market rent was just £1,093.  The tenant was informed by 

the landlord of discretionary housing payments (DHP) and he would make arrangements for her to go 

to Barnet Council to discuss DHP-related matters.  The housing benefit was cut due to the benefit cut, 

but partially made up by DHP.  The landlord agreed informally to accept the housing benefit amount, 

however did not waive the arrears.  When discretionary housing benefit was stopped, he used the 

accumulated arrears as grounds to seek eviction.  When she was given the eviction notice, which took 

place on 25 March this year, the landlord deducted a sum equivalent to the last discretionary housing 

benefit from the tenant’s deposit once she was evicted.  This is what she has told us. 

 

Do you think this is how a good landlord should behave, exploiting the housing benefit system by 

setting rents at a higher level, and indeed above LHA, unfair lease terms, turning up unannounced, 

dodgy lease signing arrangements.  Would this conduct meet your recently announced LRS? 

 



 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  No, of course not, Andrew.  If I understood you correctly, 

although you must forgive me because I could not get all of it as you were reciting it, it sounds like a 

terrible case, however it sounds to me as though this landlord has broken the law.  Am I right in 

thinking that? 

 

Andrew Dismore AM:  I think there is an argument certainly in relation to the terms of the lease and 

whether the lease is effective. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  In terms of misrepresentation of the terms of the lease, from 

your account, it sounded to me as though he had not been fair to the tenant.  That tenant should have 

protection under statute against that misrepresentation and I will certainly be very happy to assist you 

or to join you in any way that may be useful to vindicate the rights of that tenant. 

 

Andrew Dismore AM:  Would it surprise you also to know the landlord was not a member of the 

London landlord accreditation scheme set up in 2004 in which Barnet Council participates? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  It would not surprise me in the least, however I think our first 

step in protecting the rights of your tenant, who you are rightly trying to help, should be to look at 

exactly how that landlord has behaved in terms of concealing elements of the lease from her at the 

time he got her to sign it.  That seemed to me prima facie to be illegal and it may well be that there is 

redress that could be obtained there. 

 

Andrew Dismore AM:  Well, would it also surprise you to know the identity of the landlord?  The 

landlord I describe is none other than the recently elected Mayor of Barnet, Councillor Hugh Rayner, 

Conservative councillor, and the pre-signed witness was Conservative Councillor John Hart.  As you 

have agreed to look into this, will you raise these issues with him direct as one of your party 

colleagues? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I am very happy to do so.  I hope very much, Andrew, and it 

would be very unlike you of course to have calumnied in any way the reputation of any Conservative 

colleague of yours, I cannot believe that you would be so underhand as to introduce any suspicion 

about the conduct of a Conservative member. 

 

Andrew Dismore AM:  It is well researched, here is the research, Mr Mayor.  Here is the research.  

Here is the file of research. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  If anybody has behaved illegally or wrongly in the treatment of 

their tenants, then the law is there to protect the tenant and I suggest that what you should do, as the 

Assembly Member concerned, is establish that point, work out whether you think an offence has taken 

place, and I believe you are a lawyer of some description, and then see what you can do to help that 

person. 

 

Andrew Dismore AM:  Well, will you take it up, as you agreed to do earlier? 

 



 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I will certainly be of any assistance I can, however I think the 

first thing that this person needs is a lawyer, perhaps even more able than you, to look at the matter 

and work out whether there is legal regress. 

 

Andrew Dismore AM:  This is not funny, Mr Mayor.  I know you are laughing, it is not funny.  This is 

a serious matter.  It is not funny.  It is not a joke. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I appreciate that very much and I am grateful to you for 

bringing this to the attention of the wider public.  I am sure that you had the courtesy to notify the 

councillor concerned that you were going to do this, did you? 

 

Andrew Dismore AM:  I am finished. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Did you have the courtesy to notify the councillor concerned? 

 

Roger Evans AM (Chairman):  Mr Mayor, we ask the questions by and large. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  It is a fair question.  If the Assembly Member cannot tell us 

whether he had the courtesy to, we will take his silence as -- 

 

Roger Evans AM (Chairman):  I will move on to Assembly Member Fiona Twycross. 

 

Fiona Twycross AM:  Thank you.  Mr Mayor, the most recent London Poverty profile report found 

that the private rented sector now houses a larger number of people living in poverty than any other 

type of housing tenure in London.  How do your policies towards the private rented sector tackle this 

problem? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  The best answer to all these problems, Fiona, is to increase the 

supply and the range of private sector accommodation and, notwithstanding what Tom [Copley] and 

Andrew Dismore have to say about rents in London, they have gone up too much.  In the last year 

there was an increase of 1.4%, which is lower than the rate of inflation, but there are rental increases in 

London.  The answer is to increase supply and that means making the widest possible stock of housing 

available; however there will be many people who simply cannot get into the private rented sector just 

because the prices are too high for them.  They need help through social rent for affordable rent and 

we are building, as I say, a record number of such homes. 

 

Fiona Twycross AM:  I do not recognise the figure of 1.4%. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  These are Office of National Statistics (ONS) statistics, which 

show that private sector rents have increased at a level considerably below inflation in the last three 

years, but the most recent data shows that rents rose only 1.4% in the last year. 

 

Fiona Twycross AM:  All right, if that is the case. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Contrast that, by the way, with social rents, which increase at 

above inflation every year. 



 

 

 

Fiona Twycross AM:  Yes, the figure I have is that they averaged around an increase of 13% alone, 

therefore even if it has gone done this year, it has still been going up rapidly over time.  One of the 

issues for families is they see rents increasing and they face a choice of moving out of areas because of 

increasing rent, or staying in the area and having stability for the family, however with overcrowding. 

 

I just want to talk a little bit about what you are doing particularly on reducing and preventing 

overcrowding for families. A teacher in Hackney told me that the greatest thing that you as Mayor and 

that the Assembly can do would be to reduce overcrowding in the private rented sector.  She has 

children in her school who share four to a room, so two sets of bunk beds in a room.  The cannot sleep, 

they have nowhere to study at home, and are suffering due to overcrowding in the private rented 

sector with impacts on their health, their education and their social life, and ability to play, which is a 

really important thing for children to have a right to be able to do.  The effects of overcrowding do not 

just last the length of the tenancy; they can last a life time.  Therefore, what are you doing to reduce 

overcrowding in the private rented sector? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I am going to give you roughly the same answer I gave you 

before.  The answer is, when you have a problem of overcrowding, as we have, the answer is always 

everywhere to increase supply across all tenures and -- 

 

Fiona Twycross AM:  Yes, you gave me a very similar question about a year ago and I hope that when 

we come back to this question in a future Mayor’s Question Time we do not just have the answer that 

we need to increase supply, but you can demonstrate, as you say we should judge you on your record 

and your results. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  You should.  We have delivered a record number of affordable 

homes and I think I am right in saying that in 2013 we saw the biggest increase in live births in London 

we have had since 1966.  There is a huge population boom going on, we have to cope with that.  That 

inevitably has an impact on crowding.  I am not denying the scale of the problem, Fiona, I am not 

remotely denying it, however what I am saying is I believe that the approach that we have to dealing 

with it, which is to build more homes, to create housing zones, to massively expand the private rented 

sector; that is the right way. 

 

Fiona Twycross AM:  I think we would like some more action.  Thank you. 

 

Roger Evans AM (Chairman):  Assembly Member Sahota. 

 

Dr Onkar Sahota AM:  Mr Mayor, recently a report by BRE Trust showed that 15% of Londoners live 

in poor housing conditions.  This of course causes illnesses and I as a doctor readily see patients 

bringing in photographs of their flats with dampness, mould on the windowsills, and asking me to 

intervene on their behalf.  I know that you talk about the supply all the time, however your LRS have 

no teeth at all. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  That is not true, because I think the LRS is a very good idea.  I 

accept the points that you make, Onkar, about the health implications of poor housing and everybody 

understands that and that is why we have a massive need to expand the supply.  That is why we 



 

 

brought in, the Parker Morris plus 10% housing standards, which were deeply difficult to get past the 

developers.  It is one thing that they found very difficult to build so many homes with rooms of a size 

that you would expect, however we have done it and we insist on it and we also insist on building as 

many family homes as possible. 

 

Dr Onkar Sahota AM:  Mr Mayor, we are dealing with the most vulnerable people in society, who are 

subject to these conditions.  They really have no choice.  Why are Londoners now living in this situation 

in London? It is because there is a failure of regulation.  We know that there is a great belief the 

market will self-regulate themselves, however what we have learned in the last 10 years is that human 

greed takes over and then regulation does require some intervention by people in authority. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Yes, which is why we brought in the space standards and, as I 

say, that was very tough and the building companies, the developers, were very much against it. 

 

Dr Onkar Sahota AM:  Yes, however you can enforce them, Mr Mayor.  Why are you not enforcing 

the housing conditions standards? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  We do -- 

 

Dr Onkar Sahota AM:  In planning you can enforce the planning. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  This is something that, as you know, Onkar, is in the remit of 

the boroughs, and I am very concerned that they should enforce good housing standards and that they 

should come down very hard if there is social accommodation, if there are housing association 

properties that have damp, that have mould, then that is an offence and it should be dealt with. 

 

Dr Onkar Sahota AM:  I can tell you, Mr Mayor, that I regularly write letters  and yet these people still 

continue to live in these conditions, no one acts upon it. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  The problem is, if it is Ealing Council, because you live there, do 

you not? 

 

Dr Onkar Sahota AM:  I do have practices in Ealing. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  If it is Ealing Council that is failing to attend to mould and to 

damp in property that it controls, then I will be very happy to join you, Onkar, in trying to get some 

action there. 

 

Dr Onkar Sahota AM:  It is at Hillingdon also. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Ealing Council, as everybody knows, is a Labour council.  But I 

would be very happy to join you in attacking that Labour council, Onkar, for their failure to deal with 

the problem you rightly highlight. 

 

Roger Evans AM (Chairman):  OK.  

 



 

 

2014/1921 - Neighbourhood Policing 

Andrew Dismore 

 

Do you have any plans to restructure Neighbourhood Teams in the coming year? 

 

Andrew Dismore AM:  Written reply. 

 

Roger Evans AM (Chairman):  You want a written reply to that?  Then we will move on to the next 

question on road safety and heavy goods vehicles (HGVs), Assembly Member Shawcross. 

 

2014/1922 - Road Safety and HGVs 

Valerie Shawcross CBE 

 

What steps do you plan to take to dramatically reduce the number of non-roadworthy HGVs on 

London's roads? 

 

Valerie Shawcross CBE AM:  That is for written reply as well, Chair. 

 

2014/1879 - Safe Houses for London 

Gareth Bacon and Andrew Boff 

 

In my most recent report ‘Home Safe Home’ I suggested a Canadian style ‘Safe House’ programme 

where security checked Londoners can open their homes as places for youths and senior citizens in 

danger to seek temporary refuge.  Would you be able to make a small amount of funding available in 

your next budget for a pilot of our ‘Safe House’ programme? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  What I want to say to Andrew, because I know this is his report, 

is I want to thank him very much,  I know he is away.  I want to thank him very much for the Home Safe 

Home report.  It is a very interesting idea.  We need to think of ways of making it mesh with the 

CitySafe scheme that is already working, championed by Barry Mizen and Margaret Mizen [parents of 

murder victim Jimmy Mizen] and others.  This is a CitySafe environment here, I believe in that scheme. 

 

I have to say I have a bit of hesitation about somebody being able to declare that their home is 

somewhere where kids can come to escape their family, because you have to think about the balance 

of what that might do in very, very difficult situations where you would not want to undermine the 

responsibility of the family.  Therefore there are questions there I think you need to sort out.  Certainly, 

what I would like to see Andrew do is see if he can develop this idea with a borough and see if he can 

get it piloted in some part of London. 

 

Gareth Bacon AM:  That is precisely what he is asking for your support for, Mr Mayor.  He is very 

keen.  The subject you picked up about undermining home life, etc, is covered in the report, and there 

would be appropriate safeguards with local authorities and the local police and such like.  It would not 

be a question that this is a bolt hole for someone to go to, to sort of permanently evade their family or 

anything like that.  It is much more of a reassurance method. 

 



 

 

What Andrew is asking for in the report is that you would be prepared to commit a small amount of 

funding, almost as pump-priming, to start it as a pilot trial in a few small ward-sized areas, probably 

five of them around London.  I appreciate from your comments at the moment that you are open to 

the idea of a pilot taking place.  Would you be prepared to commit to meet with Andrew to discuss this 

in more detail? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Always happy to meet the great man. 

 

Gareth Bacon AM:  Possibly with a view to looking to provide some small amount of funding for this 

maybe next week. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I do not want to commit to funding; however I am always happy 

to talk.  You are not getting any money out of me today; however I am going to look at it. 

 

Gareth Bacon AM:  I will pass that back to him.  I am sure he will be very pleased with that.  Thank 

you, Mr Mayor. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  OK, thank you. 

 

2014/1923 - Tall Buildings 

Nicky Gavron 

 

Are your planning policies and decisions allowing London to become Dubai-on-Thames? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Yes, thank you, Nicky.  You are asking whether we are allowing 

London to become Dubai-on-Thames and the answer to that of course is no.  We have a very clear set 

of policies that restrict unacceptable tall buildings and, as I am sure you know, because you will have 

followed the whole conversation very closely, we reviewed the London View Management Framework 

so as to give greater protection to St Pauls, the Tower of London, other landmark historic buildings 

around the city. 

 

That does not mean that I am against tall buildings everywhere.  I am certainly not.  You would expect 

that a great city like London has to continue to develop.  I think one of the advantages we have over, 

say Paris for instance, is that we are able to develop and to experiment with some fantastic buildings 

that are in many cases - and not every one of them is successful, I will grant you that - buildings that 

come to be popular and much loved by people in this city.  I would just point out that the most popular 

building in London is the Gherkin followed by the Shard.  Nicky, I remember listening to a passionate 

speech by you in which you hailed yourself as the inventor of the Shard and the person who helped to 

bring it about.  Therefore I often find, when I listen to critics of tall buildings, that what they really 

dislike are other people’s children.  Their own are wonderful, however those of anybody else are not so 

good. 

 

Nicky Gavron AM:  Well, yes, I am not saying I am against tall buildings.  What I want to press on with 

is whether you think it is Dubai-on-Thames or whether you think this is brilliant architecture.  These tall 

buildings, are reshaping London’s skyline and having an impact.  The majority of them are going to be 

all residential. Yes, they are, and 80% will -- 



 

 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I see nothing wrong with creating residential accommodation in 

London. 

 

Nicky Gavron AM:  No, let me just continue.  Now, in your Evening Standard article in April you 

framed this issue in the context of the housing crisis.  Therefore, I just want to ask you who these 

homes are for. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  They are for Londoners and they are for everybody who lives in 

this city.  I am grateful to you for what you say about tall buildings but you are slightly moving your 

criticism away from the height of the buildings to the composition of the inhabitants of the buildings.  

Is that what you want to focus on? 

 

Nicky Gavron AM:  What I want to say is that, as homes, they are out of reach of the majority of 

Londoners. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  How many homes are there in the Shard that are within the 

reach of the majority of Londoners?  I think very few, if any at all.  Are there a couple of flats?  If you 

look at what we are now doing, we are going to terrific lengths to build homes.  Where we can, we go 

low and dense.  Where we can, we try to mimic the historic look and feel of London.  If you look at 

what we are doing in the Olympic Park, where -- 

 

Nicky Gavron AM:  Can I just -- 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  You have asked a very good question.  I just want to answer -- 

 

Nicky Gavron AM:  Boris, can I just cut through for a minute? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  -- what we are trying to do is, where there is scope to go 

higher, where you have a high p-tower ratio and you can supply many homes, we think that you should 

do so, and those homes are overwhelmingly for Londoners. 

 

Nicky Gavron AM:  Can I just say what we heard yesterday in the Planning Committee.  First of all, in 

terms of the price of these homes, a studio flat in Croydon in Saffron Tower is £420,000.  Along the 

river a three-bed flat is £3.5 million.  Therefore the point is these homes - and it will be the same in the 

Shard - are not about meeting London’s needs.  If they are not about meeting London’s housing need, 

then they are about - and we heard, above 20 storeys(?) - bigger and bigger profits for developers, 

are they not? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  No.  I think you need to be very clear in your thinking here, 

Nicky.  I do not want to be disrespectful, however the reason buildings go higher is so that you can 

have more units.  That is why typically you will build a tall building at a transport hub.  The advantage 

is you can get more human accommodation.  That is the crisis that we face in London.  We need more 

units.  That is why it is necessary in some places to build good quality higher buildings.   

 

Nicky Gavron AM:  Yesterday we heard -- 



 

 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  That, I think, is the way forward.   

 

Nicky Gavron AM:  Boris, yesterday -- 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I am surprised to hear you attack that. 

 

Nicky Gavron AM:  You do not need to go that high. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  If what you are saying is that you do not need to build high -- 

 

Nicky Gavron AM:  You can build high-rise, high-density without going up to 30, 40, 50, 60, 

70 storeys.  You do not have to build that.  You can get the same density, and in fact -- 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  You wanted the Shard to be 400 metres. 

 

Nicky Gavron AM:  Experts, and there is a growing consensus, want us now to reconsider and just 

pause and think, in light of experience, about whether we should have a rethink on policy and its 

implementation. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Do you regret the Shard now? 

 

Nicky Gavron AM:  Would you be prepared to consider that?  Would you consider a rethink about 

policy? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I will consider anything that I think to be reasonable and 

motivated by common sense.  What we want to do is try to increase supply in such a way as to take the 

pressure off the market.   

 

There are only two ways to go.  You either go out over the green belt, which nobody wants to do, or 

you allow transport hubs and you allow buildings to go up.  That is what we are doing.  We are not 

allowing these buildings to pepper pot all over the landscape.  They are happening in clusters where 

they are appropriate and where local people want them. 

 

One thing I would say, I notice there is a group of people in the newspapers who write these 

portentous articles and they always have some architect who joins in the criticism.  That architect will 

always be someone who is the father or mother, normally the father, of some prodigiously enormous 

building that they themselves are personally a little bit embarrassed by.  What they do is divert 

attention and criticism from that building by attacking all the other ones.   

 

It is no coincidence, Nicky, that you have not admitted your heroic role in the Shard this morning.  I 

was there, upstairs in London’s Living Room.   You gave a speech all about how you were proud of the 

Shard.  Actually, as far as I can remember, you wanted the Shard to be 400 metres rather than 

300 metres until you were told that was impossible by air traffic control.  Why is the Shard so wonderful 

and acceptable whereas any other tall building is not acceptable?  That I do not follow. 

 



 

 

2014/1901 - Betting Shops 

Steve O’Connell 

 

Do you welcome the recent Government announcement that councils will be given new planning powers 

to restrict betting shops, following your longstanding campaign on this issue?  Do you plan to make full 

use of these new powers within the London Plan? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Thank you.  Yes, Steve, I do welcome this announcement.  It is 

absolutely right.  A proliferation of betting shops is a bad thing for a high street, bad thing for a 

community.  They heed false hope.  I am glad that the change proposed by the Government will 

support the Draft Further Alterations to the London Plan (FALP) and allow us to bring some pressure 

to bear on it. 

 

Steve O’Connell AM:  Thank you, Mr Mayor.  It is not about betting shop-bashing.  They are 

employers.  In appropriate places and in appropriate numbers they can be of benefit to the community.  

As someone who has visited a betting shop two or three times to put my usual fiver on Palace winning 

and promptly losing it, there is nothing wrong with betting shops per se.  However, we have seen a 

proliferation across London. 

 

Importantly, would you agree that by placing the betting shop process within the planning system it 

will finally give communities themselves, in those neighbourhoods, a voice as to whether they want a 

betting shop in their high street? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Yes, I think that is the right way to do it.  It is important that 

locally elected people should have more of a say in this.  I know it is a matter of concern to local 

councils and quite rightly they should have that principality now.   

 

Steve O’Connell AM:  Again, Mr Mayor, I will ask you - and I think you did comment earlier - would 

you consider amending the next draft of the London Plan for further alterations to pave the way for 

planning guidance to be introduced once the change to planning law has come in to effect? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Yes, as far as I know the FALP already allows for this.  I will 

check, certainly. 

 

Steve O’Connell AM:  I think I will check. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  My understanding is the FALP already has this in it, but I will 

look at it. 

 

Steve O’Connell AM:  Reflecting on the new change in legislation, it is important that you revisit the 

plan to consider what further restrictions you can place on betting shops once that planning law has 

come in to effect. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Yes.  What we will certainly want to do is make sure that the 

FALP give councils the support that they need in making their dispositions about betting shops. 

 



 

 

Steve O’Connell AM:  Yes, because a council will need a cast iron position locally -- 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Yes, I understand. 

 

Steve O’Connell AM:  -- when the applications come to place, so that they will be able to consult the 

community through the planning system.  If the community says, “This is not something we are 

comfortable with”, the planning authority needs to be able to reject it and also refer to the London 

Plan for support, giving them a cast iron case.  You will give me that then,Mr Mayor? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I completely understand that.  Yes. 

 

Steve O’Connell AM:  All right, thank you very much. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Take it up with Eddie [Lister, Deputy Mayor for Policy and 

Planning] but we will find something. 

 

Steve O’Connell AM:  Yes, I will take that up separately.  Thank you. 

 

2014/1779 - Smog Alerts 

Stephen Knight 

 

Given your recent decision to approve the construction and delivery of a new ‘London.gov.uk’ website - 

at a cost of £1.85 million - will you now reconsider your previous decision not to publish smog alerts on 

the GLA website during periods of high air pollution? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Yes, thank you, Stephen.  I think that the new GLA website will 

be a very good thing.  It was something we discussed quite a lot in the Bureau of Leaders.   

 

To get back to what I said right at the beginning, the work of the Assembly is often under-publicised.  

Not many people visit our website.  It was pretty common ground amongst us that it will be good to 

revamp the website.  People use websites now.  We need a good website.  That is the right way 

forward.  The £1.8 million that we are spending on it is cheap by comparison with the Londoner, and 

probably a more effective way now of getting our message across about what is happening.  As far as I 

can remember, the Londoner did not exactly champion what, for instance, Conservative Assembly 

Members were doing.   

 

I think the website is good.  It is right that we should have information about air pollution episodes on 

that website as well, which builds on what we have been doing through airTEXT and supporting 

boroughs in trying to tackle harmful emissions.   

 

Stephen Knight AM:  Mr Mayor, the question is: will there be a warning on the front page whenever 

there is an air pollution episode?  Can we build a box on to the front page that warns Londoners, the 

200,000 visits a month that go to the London.gov website, when there is a pollution episode? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  We will have to look at the design of the front page.  It may be 

very congested but I see no -- 



 

 

 

Stephen Knight AM:  Mr Mayor, there may be design issues but we know that there are 4,000 

Londoners a year dying through air pollution and we know that warning them about smog episodes is 

an important way in which you could fulfil your statutory duty to promote improvements in the health 

of people in Greater London.   

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I am not saying no -- 

 

Stephen Knight AM:  I hope you are not going to hide between design issues in terms of trying to -- 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I am not saying no, Stephen.  I do think what we are doing on 

air pollution in London is very good and very exciting.  

 

Stephen Knight AM:  Mr Mayor, would you agree that so far -- 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I notice that we have, for instance, one borough that neither 

completed its statutory air quality reports under the Environment Act 1995, nor had air quality 

monitoring stations and also turned down £74,000 from my air quality -- 

 

Stephen Knight AM:  Mr Mayor, my question is about a warning to Londoners. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  -- fund because they did not want to be a Cleaner Air Borough.  

That was Kingston where the Liberal Democrats lost control to the Conservatives. 

 

Stephen Knight AM:  Mr Mayor, interesting though that is, it is not related in the slightest to my 

question. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  It is interesting.  It shows what Liberal Democrats do when they 

get in to power. 

 

Stephen Knight AM:  Can you please confine your comments to the answer of the questions? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  They babble on about air quality.  When they are actually in 

charge of running a council -- 

 

Stephen Knight AM:  Mr Mayor, I am really rather sad that you are choosing to take these kind of 

tactics about an issue -- 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I think it is rather jolly. 

 

Stephen Knight AM:  -- which 4,000 plus Londoners a year are dying of. 

 

I would appreciate it if you could take the issue rather more seriously than these kinds of flippant -- 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I think you should take it more seriously if and when you ever 

get in to office, which you will not.   



 

 

 

Stephen Knight AM:  Mr Mayor, you have a statutory duty to improve the health of Londoners. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  We do.  We have reduced -- 

 

Stephen Knight AM:  We know that this issue kills Londoners. 

 

We also know that the airTEXT system is not getting information to Londoners because we know that 

precious few people are even aware of its existence.  I conducted a survey of London’s most polluted 

schools recently and only 2% of those had even heard of airTEXT.  We know that in terms of people 

who follow airTEXT on Twitter; Mr Mayor you have almost one million followers.  I can tell you airTEXT 

has less than 500 followers.  Most teenagers have more than that.  The current system just is not 

working; we are not getting information out to Londoners in a timely fashion. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I do not know why you are being so cross, Stephen, because I 

have agreed with you on several points.  One, we have a massive programme to improve air quality in 

the city.  We have cut emissions of PM10s and PM2.5 by 15%.  We have cut emissions of nitrous 

oxides (NOx).  We are only in breach of European Union [EU] standards on NOx and we have cut NOx 

by 20%.   

 

Since I have been Mayor, the number of Londoners living in areas exceeding legal limits has halved 

from 3.6 million to 1.7 million. 

 

Stephen Knight AM:  Mr Mayor, you have not taken any action to get information out to Londoners 

about smog episodes, have you? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  We are getting on with programmes to help boroughs to tackle 

the hot spots.  That is the way to do it.  We are putting in -- 

 

Stephen Knight AM:  You talk about those programmes.  A year ago, Mr Mayor -- 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  It is only places like Liberal Democrat Kingston that refuse to 

take our funding, refuse to tackle it and were rightly kicked out.  

 

Stephen Knight AM:  -- you allocated funding to a programme to get information out to Londoners.  

Ever since then I have asked you four times when the programme is going to be launched.  Each time 

you have said, “In due course”.   

 

Can I ask you today, when is the launch of the Breathe Better Together programme going to take 

place?  You have told me four times now it is going to happen in due course. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Breathe Better Together -- 

 

Roger Evans AM (Chairman):  Quickly please, because the Liberal Democrats are out of time. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  -- let us all breathe together.  Was that not good? 



 

 

 

Stephen Knight AM:  When is it going to happen? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Are we breathing together?  You and I are breathing together.  

We are all breathing together.  We are going to breathe better together.  The programme, Breathe 

Better Together, is going to be launched in September. 

 

Stephen Knight AM:  18 months after the ban was put in. 

 

Roger Evans AM (Chairman):  Assembly Member Jones. 

 

Jenny Jones AM:  Thank you.  First of all, Mr Mayor, congratulations on the casualty statistics on our 

roads.  I think that is fantastic.  Obviously congestion might be playing a part in that, I think. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  What?  More congestion is a good thing, says Jenny. 

 

Jenny Jones AM:  On Breathe Better Together, smog alerts are a fantastic idea.  I do not know if you 

are doing this already, but would you consider doing this?  There are about 1,100 schools in air 

pollution hot spots.  It would be great if you could get some of your people to phone the schools to 

explain what the alerts mean and what they can do to help their pupils.  There is a lot of confusion 

about what can be done.  Would you target schools in this way so at least children are a little bit better 

protected? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Yes, you have to take a balanced view.  Murad [Qureshi] has a 

question later on about schools and exercise and so on.   

 

There is a balance to be struck between children being able to take exercise in the playground as 

normal and protecting themselves from severe air quality episodes.  My general view is that the air in 

London is not of such quality that it should stop children from taking exercise in the normal way. 

 

Jenny Jones AM:  That is what I am trying to do as well, to actually make sure that children are safer 

and they can exercise.  There are things that schools can do.  If they do not really understand what the 

alerts are about, will you make sure that you people actually phone the schools to actually talk them 

through the opening stage in this campaign? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Yes, whether we phone them I cannot promise, Jenny.  We will 

certainly make sure that schools in London understand the implications of air quality alerts.  It may be 

useful if we find some way of communicating with them.  What Stephen says about the website seems 

to me to be the most productive way forward.  

 

Jenny Jones AM:  The other thing, Mr Mayor, is to deter the school run. 

 

Roger Evans AM (Chairman):  You are out of time, Jenny. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  The website can be a very useful way of communicating with 

Londoners about all sorts of stuff, and air quality is one of them. 



 

 

 

Roger Evans AM (Chairman):  Assembly Member Cleverly. 

 

James Cleverly AM:  Thank you, Mr Chairman.  Mr Mayor, notwithstanding what you have just said 

about your reaction to Assembly Member Knight’s proposal, can I strongly urge you to ignore his 

advice about what element should be hung on the front page of the GLA website and instead listen to 

the people who are actually designing it?  I strongly suspect that his suggestion has less to do with 

actually informing Londoners about air quality and much more to do with getting a bit of a cheap hit at 

Mayor’s Questions this morning. 

 

The idea that the casual internet user will work their way towards the GLA’s front page on the off-

chance of getting an update on air quality is, I would suggest, pretty remote.  There are much better 

ways.  The Breathe Better Together scheme is a much better one.  The airTEXT scheme is a much 

better one.  Our efforts should be driven towards encouraging people to sign up for those push 

notification digital platforms, rather than the passive platform which relies on people actually coming to 

us.   

 

Please, ignore him.  This is general advice.  Ignore him and listen to people who actually know what 

they are talking about. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  As you know, James, normally I do absolutely everything you 

say, of course.  In this particular case I do think air quality is of huge interest to Londoners. 

 

James Cleverly AM:  There are lots of interesting things, Mr Mayor. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  There may be ways of giving information succinctly.  We need 

to have a culture in the city where we work together to drive down pollutants and improve air quality.  

If there was a daily admonition about how we are doing it might help us collectively to do better.   

 

We are very ambitious with our air quality standards.  We are bringing in the ultra-low emission zone.  It 

would be good for Londoners to feel that there is some way they can tell what the reality is.  Often it 

will be by no means as bad as they have been informed.  For instance, one of the Saharan smog 

episodes, the one that everybody got hysterical about, was less bad than an episode that had 

happened two weeks previously that nobody noticed and got no media attention at all.  The truth shall 

set you free. 

 

James Cleverly AM:  Mr Mayor, there are many, many important things that happen in London on a 

daily basis.  There are many things that Londoners will be interested in, and are of importance to 

London.   

 

We have made fantastic progress under your stewardship of open data.  The London Dashboard is an 

excellent idea.  However, as somebody who started and ran a business in digital communications, I 

strongly urge you not to fall in to the trap that many people do, which is trying to hang everything of 

any significance on the front page of the website.  I would strongly urge you not to be seduced by the 

siren songs of what is at best a gimmicky proposal, and at worst actually counterproductive.  If you 



 

 

over-clutter our digital presence, you are more likely to drive people away from visiting rather than 

encouraging them to do so. 

 

There are good ideas.  Breathe Better Together is a very good idea.  AirTEXT is a very good idea.  Our 

efforts would be better spent getting people to subscribe to those push notification platforms because 

that is the best way of informing them when they need to be informed, rather than relying on them 

visiting our home page every morning, just on the off chance. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I totally accept that, James.  At the moment the website is not 

visited by many people at all, which is a shame because there is lots of stuff that is being done in this 

place that is really interesting to Londoners.  They need to know what the Assembly is up to.  They 

need to know more about their city.  We need to have ways of interacting with them.  We need to drive 

eyeballs to the site and we will certainly be doing that. 

 

Roger Evans AM (Chairman):  Assembly Member Malthouse. 

 

Kit Malthouse AM:  A small point.  I was just going to say before you go off and spend millions of 

pounds on huge architecture and lots of people in a team at City Hall to produce it, the BBC produce a 

perfectly good environmental summary every day on their weather website. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Well, they should. 

 

Kit Malthouse AM:  Today is low, UV is high and pollen is kind of medium.  They give you the full 

summary. We do not need to do it.  They will do it for us. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  We could just have a link to the BBC website. 

 

Kit Malthouse AM:  Exactly. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  How about that? 

 

Stephen Knight AM:  Why does the City Hall website not drive traffic to the BBC website? 

 

Kit Malthouse AM:  Then he would not get his press release. 

 

Roger Evans AM (Chairman):  Gentlemen, it is getting well beyond us here. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  All I am saying is that personally I do not think Stephen’s idea is 

that unattractive. 

 

James Cleverly AM:  It is because you have never designed a webpage.  I have.  It is a rubbish idea. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Is it a rubbish idea?  All right, I am not a webpage designer.   

 

Roger Evans AM (Chairman):  Let us move on.   

 



 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Our webpage is in the hands of some very, very good people. 

 

Roger Evans AM (Chairman):  We can do web design outside the meeting.  

 

2014/1907 - London announced as the cocaine capital of Europe 

Tony Arbour  

 

London has recently been reported by the European Monitoring Centre for Drugs and Drug Addiction 

(EMCDDA) as being the “Cocaine Capital of Europe”.  What measures will the Metropolitan Police 

Service take to tackle this emerging undesirable reputation? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  It is actually unfair on London to say that is the cocaine capital 

of Europe because even on the data that has been provided to make that assertion we are fourth 

behind South Antwerp, Amsterdam and Zurich.  That data is based on analysis of waste water and it is 

very unclear whether it is reliable.   

 

If I ever was a libertarian on drugs, I am not now and I do not think I ever was, really.  Drug use in 

England and Wales is down to its lowest level since records began.  Drugs are actually declining.  We 

should push that forward.  I completely support what the police are doing in cracking down on drugs.  

They are at the root of many of the gang problems that we have in London.  The way to deal with it is 

not by being relaxed but by being even tougher.  There are raids going on.  Just last month there was a 

big raid in Westminster on young drug dealers which is the right thing to do.   

 

Tony Arbour AM:  I am happy to hear that this is something that we are not number one in.  I am 

extremely sorry that at the time this report was published - and I have a summary of it here - it was not 

slapped down immediately by you or indeed by the MPS.  Indeed, the figure I have says the amount of 

cocaine detected is almost twice that of Amsterdam.  It also alleges that their research is a much more 

forensic snapshot of drug habits than other methods.  I am happy to hear it is wrong and the figures 

can be demolished.  I sincerely hope that maybe that is indeed -- 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Tony, they are relying on a particular way of guessing at what 

the use of cocaine might be from analysis of waste water.  The police raids might be so effective that 

huge quantities of cocaine have been suddenly flushed down.  You can think of all sorts of possible 

explanations.   

 

At any rate, the most important data that we should focus on is our data for usage.  The data that we 

have shows that drug use is generally coming down.   

 

Tony Arbour AM:  I sincerely hope that you are right and it is being driven down.  This is a league 

table that we shall be at the bottom of. 

 

However, the research did say that access to cocaine and other drugs is much simpler now because 

people are able to, in effect, order drugs online through the darknet.  Indeed, the darknet is not 

something which I personally am familiar with but I did ask people who know about such things how 

easy it was to access this and they did it in about two minutes.  I did not give an order, I should say. 

 



 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Have you been on the darknet, Tony? 

 

Tony Arbour AM:  No, I got someone to do it for me. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I am grateful for that.  You are right to worry about it.  We are 

trying to work with agencies and other police forces around the world to crack down on these online 

forums.  As you know, there is a big cybercrime division, part of the national cybercrime unit, one of 

the commands in the new National Crime Agency (NCA).  We are trying to work globally with internet 

providers to trace these forums, and the actual physical people behind them, and to bring them to 

justice.  We are on it. 

 

Tony Arbour AM:  Yes, thank you, Chairman. 

 

2014/1881 - London Tree Week 

James Cleverly 

 

What are the expected benefits from London Tree Week, as part of your drive to increase tree coverage 

in London? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Absolutely, James, and thank you for all your work in Bexley.  

Apart from anything else, loads of trees have been planted, with 353 street trees planted in Bexley, 

10,000 in the woodland creation project at Birchmere Park and so on.   

 

London Tree Week was really about encouraging Londoners to increase the canopy of leaves in our 

city.  We are on target still to get up to increase canopy cover by 5% by 2025.  We have already got 

about seven or eight million trees.  We are going to have a lot more. 

 

James Cleverly AM:  Thank you, Mr Mayor.  London is famous for a number of things but actually 

the fact that an aerial map of London has so many expanses of green is massively to our credit.  We 

have been talking about air quality and trees have a very important part to play in that. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Absolutely. 

 

James Cleverly AM:  I am glad that London Tree Week happened.  I am conscious that it did not get 

quite as much exposure as some of the other greening projects that we have had in the past, things like 

Help a London Park.  I think that was very, very good example of a programme which did two things:  It 

got people really excited and engaged about parks in their area; drove a little bit of healthy 

competition; and really pushed that up the agenda. 

 

What I am hoping from you today is a commitment that you will continue with projects like London 

Tree Week, but perhaps learn some of the lessons we had from Help a London Park about what we can 

do to really get Londoners engaged in this.  It is something which is important.  I know we have 

discussed a number of important issues.  I am very conscious that some of these less high-profile but 

nevertheless very important topics perhaps do not quite get the media exposure they deserve. 

 



 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I know.  I hear what you say about Tree Week.  Perhaps we did 

not give it as much welly as we could have done, but lots of people supported it.  We had some huge 

turnouts from volunteers who want to plant trees and we are helping them through Team London.  

There are loads of opportunities this summer to plant more trees and get involved with the RE:LEAF 

campaign to celebrate all the bosky nooks that we are creating in bowery arbours that we are creating.   

 

2014/1924 - London Smog 

Murad Qureshi 

 

Do you stand by your comments of 4 April when you stated that the air quality seemed “perfectly fine” 

when you cycled through the capital? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Thank you, Murad.  Yes, you are right to raise this as I must say 

that a load of people did say to me that their children suffered from asthma and how could I possibly 

say this?  What I am trying to get at is that there is a balance to be struck.  Even on that day I think the 

vast majority of people in the city would have been perfectly safe to cycle, to run, to take exercise in 

the normal way.  Obviously the balance of advantage must be with encouraging that exercise, unless 

that is going to be asking them to run the risk to their health involved in the bad air quality.   

 

However, obviously there will be a substantial minority of people who do suffer from asthma who did 

find it tough.  I think there were quite a few people on that day, 227, who did experience breathing 

problems.  That is a 14% increase on a normal day.  There were some people who felt it.  The key thing 

is to make sure that you generally improve London’s air quality and that is what we will do. 

 

Murad Qureshi AM:  I am glad you have taken note of what actually happened in the second 

instance, in April.  I am also glad that you started with the reductions in the KSIs, road fatalities, 

because this is the silent killer.  I think the comments suggested a dangerous complacency that it was 

perfectly fine.   

 

I am glad that you appreciated the figures that the London Ambulance Service has put out.  There was 

a 14% increase in emergency calls to patients with breathing problems. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  There were 227 from a normal level of about 200. 

 

Murad Qureshi AM:  It is a wakeup call for you, really.  Given what you have just said and what you 

have said previously on the smog alerts, should you not just apologise for your comments of 4 April 

and accept that you were irresponsible and fundamentally wrong? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  No, because it is very important to keep a balance in this.  The 

LAS responded to 227 cases, as opposed to normally about 200 cases.  That strikes me as being 

statistically quite a small variation.  I think you will accept that. 

 

It is very, very important to bear in mind that the benefits from exercise, generally speaking, for the 

overwhelming body of the population far outweigh any adverse consequences that might arise as a 

result of poor air quality, but you have to improve the air quality and we are.  People say I rhapsodise 

about this too much, but I genuinely believe that if we go forward with the ultra-low emission zone so 



 

 

you make sure that every single bus in London is hybrid and all vehicles going through the central zone 

are zero-emission compatible, you will have dramatic improvements in air quality.  You also, I am afraid, 

have to continue to retrofit many, many tens of thousands of homes. 

 

Murad Qureshi AM:  Yes, but, Mr Mayor, with the ultra-low emission zone, all you have done is kick 

the problem into the long term to the next mayor.  You have been here six years; we knew the problem 

six years ago.  The information at the time indicated that it was causing about 1,000 fatalities annually.  

We now know it is more than 4,000.  Youreally have not kept up with the extent of the problem which 

research has been suggesting. 

 

Can I just move it on, though?  You have mentioned the impact on children.  One of the things that did 

happen was that children were kept in during their break times in primary schools in Enfield due to the 

poor air.  Do you really think it is fair on young Londoners to lose out in schools because of the poor air 

quality, I think on the north circular in this instance? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  No, and generally speaking it will not be necessary to keep kids 

in, in my view, because the risks to their health from the air will not be sufficient to justify that move.   

 

I really must take you back, Murad, to what I said earlier on about what has happened just in the last 

few years on air quality.  It is a substantial achievement to have had a reduction of 20% in emissions of 

NOx and 15% in PM10s and PM2.5s; what you have seen on cycling, what you have seen on tree 

planting, on making sure that we have cleaner taxis, which was a nettle that was never grasped by the 

previous administration.  We brought in the taxi age limits.  That was deeply unpopular with the taxi 

trade; the first administration to have them.  It is making a big difference. 

 

We are going to go forward with an ultra-low emission zone that will, I believe, make a dramatic 

difference to air quality, but already, as I said in my earlier answer, we have reduced the number of 

people living in zones of poor air quality from 3.6 million to 1.7 million, so that is already a considerable 

achievement. 

 

Roger Evans AM (Chairman):  Thank you. 

 

2014/1886 - Heathrow Expansion (1) 

Richard Tracey 

 

Do you agree that if the Davies Commission decides to endorse Heathrow expansion it would effectively 

discredit the commission itself? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Thank you.  I know Richard Tracey posed this question.  Look, I 

do not want to beat up on Sir Howard and the Davies Commission because I have a very good working 

relationship with them and they have been handed a very, very difficult job indeed.  I do not think it 

will be possible to deliver a third runway at Heathrow.  It is just not politically practicable.  It would also 

be very wrong for London for reasons that I really do not think I need to trouble this Assembly with 

again.  The interesting question is where we end up next and there is a lot of money moving on to 

Gatwick.  That will also prove to be not the answer to the exam question because people will say a dual 

hub system does not really work. 



 

 

 

If you think back and spool back over the whole two hours we have been here, two and a half hours, 

what have we talked about most?  We have talked about the cost of housing in London, the pressure 

on London, the huge need to build housing in London.  Where is the space?  Where are the 

opportunities?  Overwhelmingly in the Thames Gateway area, how do you create the jobs in that area?  

How do you create a logistics hub that is going to deliver hundreds of thousands of jobs?  You could 

do it with a 24-hour, four-runway hub airport on that site.  I really think we should look at it.  It would 

be very sad if that was ruled out. 

 

Roger Evans AM (Chairman):  Thank you.   

 

2014/2224 - Living Wage 

Fiona Twycross 

 

Concerns have been raised with me that when Living Wage accredited employers in London ask their 

contractors to implement the policy, contractors frequently cut costs by reducing the number of hours 

worked by their staff.  Clearly, such responses would nullify the benefits and purpose of the initial 

pledge.  Will you undertake to investigate such claims? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Fiona, yes, thank you.  I am hesitant about encouraging strikes.  

I know there is a particular issue at Ritzy Cinema and I think you have written to them and I have 

written to them as well.  I am sympathetic with the workforce there, but I would just say this to them 

and to everybody in London.  We have to work with employers to win them over.  We are not returning 

to an adversarial climate between employees and bosses.  This is about showing the management of 

this cinema chain that it is in their interests to do this and it is a good thing.  You do not have to do 

that, in my view, by holding them to ransom.  We should show how it keeps costs down, produces 

better human resources (HR) and is right for the company. 

 

Fiona Twycross AM:  You know that and we know that and the staff at Ritzy Cinema and the other 

Picturehouse cinemas across London know that, but unfortunately they have tried to get these points 

across to the management before they took industrial action, so for them, this is the last resort.  You 

will be aware that they went on strike for the fifth time on Saturday in order try to get publicity around 

their case. 

It is about the pace of change not being fast enough for people who are being told by you, they are 

being told by us, they are being told by loads of people that they should be entitled to the living wage 

if their employer is earning enough money.  I think Cineworld, who own Picturehouse, is expected to 

make over £64 million profit this year alone, so there is a huge frustration and it is almost an inevitable 

consequence of that that people start taking industrial action if things do not progress fast enough. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Yes, I understand that.  You have just to think about what 

tactics are likely to be effective in the long run and if you get to a situation where people’s egos feel 

bruised and they feel that it is confrontational and they feel that they are being bullied and there is a 

strike, it is not in the interests of anyone.  The living wage has greatly expanded in the last few years 

on a voluntary basis, and the more of a gun you hold to people’s heads, the less successful we will be. 

 



 

 

Fiona Twycross AM:  I do think there is a great mismatch between the rhetoric around it - including 

your rhetoric, if I am being honest - and what is happening on the ground.  You will be aware that I 

wrote to you earlier this week to mention a couple of points that I had raised this morning.  I know 

from previous questions that you have agreed to contact and speak to a range of employers in London, 

making the case, as you have done this morning, about the living wage and asking them to consider 

paying it to their staff.  In my letter, I asked you to contact Lyn Goleby, the Managing Director of 

Picturehouse Cinema. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I believe I have written. 

 

Fiona Twycross AM:  You have previously written to her or you have written since the letter? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I have written very recently to her pursuing your letter of 

9 June.  I wrote on 10 June.   

 

Fiona Twycross AM:  Good, thank you.  In the letter, do you ask to meet her to discuss it?  It is one 

of those companies that promotes itself as ethical and it would be a huge benefit and obviously it 

would be a huge coup for Picturehouse to be able to promote themselves as a company that pays the 

living wage. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Yes.  Look, the thing about the living wage, if companies feel 

that there is no honour or virtue in what they are doing but that they are being bullied into doing it and 

shamed into doing it, then they are less likely to do it.  If we make the argument to them that what 

they are doing is for the good of their employees but also for their bottom line, then that is the way 

forward. 

 

Fiona Twycross AM:  Yes, and will you meet the workforce?  Will you meet people from the Ritzy 

Picturehouse who work there so that they can talk to you about their frustrations as well? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I will do my best.  Fiona, what you need to do is get on to my 

team on the eighth floor and go and see what we can do. 

 

Fiona Twycross AM:  OK.  They would really appreciate your support in this, so it would be good if 

you could meet them. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I will do my utmost.  I get in deep trouble, as you know, for 

making too many commitments. 

 

Fiona Twycross AM:  I think that this is a commitment that it would be good for you to meet them 

and talk to them about their case. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  OK. 

 

Fiona Twycross AM:  Thank you. 

 

Roger Evans AM (Chairman):  Assembly Member Malthouse. 



 

 

 

Kit Malthouse AM:  Mr Mayor, I thought you might be pleased to know that I attended last night a 

celebration of the living wage hosted by London Citizens and Canary Wharf in welcoming Clear 

Channel, the billboard advertisers who offer the living wage. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Clear Channel, yes.  We should celebrate, yes. 

 

Kit Malthouse AM:  Celebrating the fact that you have shot out the lights on your target, now 300-

and-something companies. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  There are 347.  How many were there when we started? 

 

Kit Malthouse AM:  We had a target of 250. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Only 27.  This is an increase of 1,185%, comrades. 

 

Kit Malthouse AM:  Also, notwithstanding the number of companies, they represent hundreds of 

thousands of employees who are operating under a living wage framework.  The generally accepted 

view last night of the people gathered there was that the voluntary approach was by far and away the 

most productive. At the meeting, Canary Wharf volunteered that they would, by the autumn, be the 

first developer in the City who would be living wage accredited -- 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  About time. 

 

Kit Malthouse AM:  -- and that Canary Wharf itself would become a living wage zone, where every 

company pays the London Living Wage. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Fantastic. 

 

Kit Malthouse AM:  So we are definitely - hopefully - making progress. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  OK.  Just on that point, Fiona, this is not a frivolous thing, 

because the companies that adopt the living wage should be celebrated and they should be 

encouraged.  Clear Channel has done a great job.  Recent accessions to the London Living Wage also to 

be congratulated are HSBC, Aviva, ITV and Nationwide, the building society  There is more joy in 

heaven over one that repented and so on and so forth.  That is our view.  We want to welcome people 

into the living wage, congratulate them and celebrate what they are doing. 

 

Roger Evans AM (Chairman):  Thank you.   

 

2014/1926 - Old Street funding 

Jennette Arnold 

 

Do you still support the £50 million project to regenerate Old Street Roundabout and create “the largest 

civic space in Europe”, and can you assure me the proposal will still go ahead? 

 



 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Yes, Jennette, I really want to give the fullest possible 

reassurance here.  I have seen lots of wonderful schemes for Old Street.  There will be a fantastic 

development there including public space.  It will be superb. 

 

Jennette Arnold OBE AM (Deputy Chair):  I know about the public space that is clearly absolutely 

to be welcomed. 

 

Jennette Arnold OBE AM (Deputy Chair):  Can I just say to you, Mr Mayor, This is about a specific 

question.  It is about the £50 million that Government handed over to you and that in 2012, you said, 

 

“This amount of money is a vital resource to nurturing upcoming technology and creative 

superstars and it will drive a huge investment into the capital into Old Street and help create 

thousands of jobs.” 

 

Now, in 2014, the community that I serve is hearing rumours that not a penny of this £50 million has 

been spent on the designated project and there are rumours that some of this money might be used to 

backfill the Nine Elms project.  That was because this project came from Number 10, you accepted it 

without any qualms and that it was undoable. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  It might be used to do what?  You said it might be used to 

backfill something. 

 

Jennette Arnold OBE AM (Deputy Chair):  Backfill Nine Elms project or be used in helping the 

development of other creative zones across London. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  OK.  Where you are perfectly right is there was a launch of the 

Silicon Hub Roundabout -- 

 

Jennette Arnold OBE AM (Deputy Chair):  September 2012. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  -- and it was always the case, as I made clear at the time and I 

made clear in this place, that it was going to be technically very challenging to do the gigantic cuboid 

on the top of the roundabout in the way that was proposed, but we can nonetheless go ahead with a 

fantastic development.  Whether it requires £50 million to be spent is, in my view, doubtful and it 

would be wrong of us.  Just to go back to Caroline’s [Pidgeon] question, it is wrong of us just to spend 

money on things that you do not need to spend money on, so if that chunk of funding can be found an 

alternative destination, then we should look at that. 

 

Jennette Arnold OBE AM (Deputy Chair):  Mr Mayor, you know as well as I do - and I am sure your 

Deputy will confirm this - that there are great needs in this area.  There is a need for increased 

bandwidth.  There is a need for increased workspace.  That money could be spent as soon as it is 

possible for you and your team to pull your fingers out and I want to know when is this going to 

happen.  There is £50 million to spend. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I think you have to be a little bit realistic, Jennette, and I know 

that your unholy lust to spend money on whatever -- 



 

 

 

Jennette Arnold OBE AM (Deputy Chair):  It is not my problem; it is yours. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Exactly, it is not my problem.  We are able to handle all these 

issues very, very comfortably and effectively. What we are able to do is proceed with the development 

of the Silicon Roundabout and actually, if you look at what is happening, the start-ups are prodigious 

and there are a number of firms moving in there.  The confidence in the area is astonishing -- 

 

Jennette Arnold OBE AM (Deputy Chair):  Chair, I will move on because the Mayor knows I am 

talking about a specific amount of funds and he has no answer to that, so let us move on.  I will write 

to you. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  -- and if you look at it, in the EC1V postcode alone in the last 

year there were 15,620 business start-ups. 

 

Jennette Arnold OBE AM (Deputy Chair):  That is not my question. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  That is the most start-ups in the whole of the UK and I 

think taxpayers would say, “If you have 15,620 start-ups already in that area and you are able to 

redevelop the Old Street roundabout without spending this chunk of £50 million on it, why is it that 

the Labour Party are so determined to take this money and find some way of thrusting it down the 

drain, which is what they like to do with money?” 

 

Jennette Arnold OBE AM (Deputy Chair):  It was your quote that said that you would be able to 

spend this money and that you would be able to deliver jobs -- 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  We will. 

 

Jennette Arnold OBE AM (Deputy Chair):  -- and infrastructure -- 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  We will. 

 

Jennette Arnold OBE AM (Deputy Chair):  -- to the young people in the area. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  We will. 

 

Jennette Arnold OBE AM (Deputy Chair):  There is a nearby University Technical College (UTC)  

who could be helpful.  The boroughs are more than willing to work with you and I am just saying that 

-- 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  So you are saying you no longer want it built on a ziggurat at 

Old Street? 

 

Jennette Arnold OBE AM (Deputy Chair):  We know that it cannot be built there, so you are 

behind time. 

 



 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  No, what we are really saying is that you and I are in agreement. 

 

Jennette Arnold OBE AM (Deputy Chair):  You should have said that in September. 

 

2014/1927 - Fit for the Future 

Navin Shah 

 

How do you propose to ensure that disability access at London Underground stations is not reduced by 

the cutting of 950 station staff posts across the network? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Thanks, Navin.  You are asking about the disabled access at 

London Underground stations.  The answer is very simple and it is one that we have rehearsed many 

times in this place, and that is that people who have disabilities, people who need help of any kind, will 

be assisted by the large numbers of people who will be out customer-facing on the concourses and on 

the platforms.  That is one of the reasons we are going forward with these reforms. 

 

Navin Shah AM:  Mr Mayor, the equality impact assessment for Fit for the Future quite rightly 

commits to an extensive programme of engaging with key stakeholders, which of course I very much 

welcome, but having met a number of disability groups within this building a couple of weeks ago, it 

would appear that organisations representing deaf people have not yet been consulted.  Obviously I 

cannot expect you to be aware of that. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I was not aware of that.  I will find out about it and we will see. 

 

Navin Shah AM:  Can you please assure us that those organisations dealing with deaf communities in 

London are being listened to? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I am surprised by what you say, but I will make sure that that is 

done.  I think that deaf people should be reassured by the changes.  At some of the big stations, you 

will see a 31% increase in the number of people that are actually available to interact with you to help 

you and we will do our best to make sure that they have proper training. 

 

Navin Shah AM:  Mr Mayor, to be fair and honest, I do have a briefing programme since last 

November until April, which does give a comprehensive list of various organisations who have been 

consulted.  There is one organisation, Action on Hearing Loss; I do not know about them.  They are the 

only ones who have been consulted so far, so this is what gives me concern. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Action on Hearing Loss is only one of the deaf organisations, 

OK. 

 

Navin Shah AM:  There are many right across London -- 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Of course. 

 

Navin Shah AM:  -- who need to be listened to, yes.  One last thing, Mr Mayor.  I understand that 

TravelWatch is proposing public consultations across London.  TfL is aware of this and this will certainly 



 

 

help to access those disability groups and vulnerable communities in London.  Can you give us a 

commitment that you will speak to TfL to make sure that -- 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I am TfL. 

 

Navin Shah AM:  Yes.  Mr TfL, can you in that case please give us a commitment that you will 

facilitate TravelWatch in their endeavour to make sure that station-by-station consultation does 

happen right across London? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  That is not going to happen, as you know, Navin, because we 

are going through a lengthy process now of consultation as it is.  There is no separate programme 

that -- 

 

Navin Shah AM:  Mr Mayor, this is -- 

 

Roger Evans AM (Chairman):    Stop, stop.  You are out of time. You have an answer, to be fair. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  To be fair to the people who really do the work at TfL, which of 

course is not me but Peter Hendy [CBE, Commissioner, TfL] and everybody else, they have done an 

amazing job of engaging with Londoners and trying to get over the full implications of the changes 

that we are bringing through. 

 

Navin Shah AM:  I will write to you making a reasonable request on this.  Thank you. 

 

Roger Evans AM (Chairman):  Assembly Member Malthouse, please. 

 

Kit Malthouse AM:  Most disabled people like to live as independent a life as possible and that 

particularly applies to those who are mobility impaired.  Since we last spoke, I wondered if you had a 

chance to rethink your short-sighted position on step-free access at South Kensington Tube. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Yes, and I wonder whether you have had a chance to rethink 

your own short-sighted opposition to a tall building at South Kensington Tube Station which would 

enable that to go ahead. 

 

Kit Malthouse AM:  Is that within one of your clusters? 

 

Roger Evans AM (Chairman):  OK, right.  First of all, that was not within the terms of the question 

and, secondly, can people stop heckling each other? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  It does not have to be a very tall building. 

 

 

 


